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My Fellow CotrNTitYMfiK> 

X HE word Patmf(fm$ io its proper applicatioi^ 
denotes a love for our councryi uncorrupted by 
pivate and felfiih confideradons. With this fa^ 
cred word before me, I now write ; upon the idegj 
that in a feafojn of general danger, no good citi« 
zen ihould withhold his afliftance frooi the pub- 
lic. When the eneoiy are at our gates, it is not 
a time for any man to fit with his hands before 
him. Hq that cannot fight for his cogntryi may 
pray for it> or write for it. Andwheo> asChrift- 
iasis, we confidm*, thai the battle is not to the 
&uiogi buc that it is that Beiog, who rvlcth in 
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all the kingdoms of the earthy who can alone let 
at nought the devices of our adverfaries s^ ic is 
concluded^ that the affiftance of the contem- 
plative man will not; on the prefent occalion, be 
defpifed. In that charafter I addrefs you. And 
to prevent ill-founded prejudice, from leffening 
the effeft which might otherwiie be produced 
upon your minds, I fet out, as my worthy prc- 
deceffors in this way of writing, the Author of 
*« Reform or Ruin," and the Biftiop of LandafF 
have dene before me, with declaring the indepen- 
dence of my fituation, and the finccrity of my in- 
tention. 

I can fay with the former^ that I have neither 
place nor penflon: that I never was at Court, and 
it is probable, fhall never go there : That I 
^neither know? the Mrniftcrs, nor thofe who oppofe 
them,— /«y&«^/^ I mean : for in that fcnfe, my 
only acquaintance with them is fronfi their refen>- 
.blance to their heads in the Print-fliops. I can- 
not, indeed j fay widi the latter ^ " That I am 
•neither the friend nor enemy t>f any party in the 
>ftate." In the critical dmes in which we live, 
fuch a declaration conveys to -my mind a fenfe of 
political indifference, which, thank God, I do 
•not feel. . At the fame time therefore, that I give 
the Bifliop credit for many parts of his addrefs, 
and truil they will be productive of the defired 
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cffcQ, Imuft neverthclefs declare myfclf to be a 
friend to that Party, whofe objcft appears to be 
the prcfervation of the Conftitution of my coun- 
try. Such I underftand, to be the profeffed ob- 
jeft of our prcfent Qovernors. It is true, I 
may be miftaken ; for I pretend not to be a 
PoliticUn, But k h^s been ever my rule to give 
men credit for what they profefs, when there are 
tto appearances liifficicntly ftrong to juftify <l con- 
txary concluiioji. Charity calls upon me fo to doi 
for ^^ Charity thinkcth no evil." 

Much indeed ha^ been faid, from time to timcj 
of the virtues and abilities of Mr. Fox« I cannot 
fay, that I ever heard any thiag cither of that 
Gentleman's feligion, or of his morality. And 
^ith refped to his abilities, great as they are, 
they appear to itie to be of a kind not ^bfolutely 
aeceflary to the^ ialvation of this country. Sir 
George Saville's opinion of thb Geitflenfian was, 
<^ that he was by no means a man of bad princi« 
pies, nor was he indeed a man of good princi- 
ples I but a man of no principles at all ; a man 
who by his education had been brought up as a 
Debater, to take any fide of a queftion, and to 
have no real opinion about it ; in faft, to be an 
advocate and not a judge : to raife doubts, and td 
attack opinions without having any decided one 
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6{ his own j a itiw abounding in cloqucnce^^ rathffr 
than in wifdom.** 

I jpretend not to judge in thU caft; Mff 
Erfl^ne mayk as>d in confequenpe chink fit to 
place this Champion of Libortjy as he is called by 
the 2000 choice fpirits tHio rally found his ftand* 
ard at the Crown and Anchor^ at the head of tha€ 
iekA band^ who can alone fkve this country from 
win. But k muft be eloquence mpfc powerful 
than that of Mr. Erlkine, whatever weight it hnay 
have with others, which will convince mc, that 
the man who has hot managed his own private 
affairs with prudeiSce> is the qioft pifoper man 
to be entruftcd with thofc of the public : Thii 
country, if it be to be faved at all, wJH not be 
fiived by noily decjaimers, whofe chief object 
feems to be the drawing the muttitiide at their 
heels ; but by wife, confiderate, and determined 
ihtefhien. How far our prefcnt Governor^ an- 

' fwer to this charafitr I am not competent to 
ju(^i and if Iwerc;^ to pronounce a judg- 
ment on- that fubjcft, wquld be foreign to the dc-;- 

' fign which I h^ve before me. 

• I am no further a politician tlxtn the obier- 
vation of occurrences as they arc prdt^licly re-» 
€orded, has enabled me ib to be. It is not 
tny wi(h to enter into the Cabinet, or to 
examine the fccret Iprings by which the aftions 
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#f publie mM ari^ ofNtimes kt In' mottoti^ It 
may be as well for the credit of ibipe^ perhapt 
that it is not* But a plain man may judge of plain 
fads I and fo far as thofe fads fpeak^ he can run 
Uttl&^riik in forming fbme judgement of the 
party whom they concern. If> for inftance^ 
upon information of the French having landed 
upon the fouth coaft, Bi&op Watfon ihould 
meet a man galloping due nordi, with the riew 
of hiding himfelf in fbme obfcure village amid 
the mountains in Weftmoreland> he would not 
hefitate to put him dowp for an errant poltroon* 
And when I fee Mr. Fox^. accompanied by his 
ntfcrdy troop, dcferting his duty in the Senate^ 
fit a feafon when the fituation of his country calls 
i^n every man for the exertion of, his beft abi^ 
)ioes» I mufl: confefs that I fprm no high idea of 
this gentl^nun's patriotiim. It ftrikes me as fome* 
thing like faying to the public, if I am not per^^ 
micted to manage the reins^ the coach may 
overturn. When I follow this gentleman into tiup 
Crown gnd Anchor, the temple where the Idol 
is fet upj and confnler the charader of the wor* 
ihippers^ and attend to the Ijfcntious fervica 
performed there i I have no doubt in my mind 
widi refped to the politics of this gcntkmaOf 
If he has adopted the mo^to^ ^* out Csjar out 
nullus^* which^ as 1 am writing to the genera) 
underftanding of my countrymen, I trandate by 
the vulgar phrafe of *^ iVVc/t or nothini.^\ I muft 

confefs 
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confds that I fee reafpn mth the late cdebrated 
Mr. Burke> who kncTw this gentleman better than 

I do^ to be afraid of him. 

f 

His Grace of Norfolk, I underftand, has al- 
ready chofcn z^ nemfovereign 'y and has held out 
the Revolution in America as a pattern for imi- 
tation; the idea, I prefume, meant to be con- 
veyed to the chofen band affembled at the Crown 
and Anchor. With an abundance of hereditary 
nobility pofleffcd by his Grace, I fear that much 
hereditary wifdom has not been handed down to 
him. He would not othcrwife have deferted the 
true fountain of honour, to have paid his court 
to the Majefty of the People; and exchanged 
the levees at St. James's, for thofe at any other 
places of more popular rendezvous. But* if the 
noble Duke has a vulgar tafte, I have no right 
to quarrel with him on that account. It was 
born with him perhaps ; and pn that confider- 
atipn his Grace is to be pitied. The circum- 
flancc furnifhcs only 6ne proof among many, 
that exalted dignities and exalted minds do not 
always accompany each other. I can have no 
objcftion to his Grace taking MefTrs. Tooke and 
Thelwall, perfons who have been tried for high 

* This refers to the toaft given by his Grace, at the An- 
niverfary of Mr. Fox's Birth-day, at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern. — Vide the account in the Public Papers. 

. treafofi. 
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treafon, for his companions* I would qiily whif- 
pcr in his car, that when he has fervcd thcif 
purpofe, they will laugh at him fof his folly; and 
by way of reward for his fervice, in a paroxyfm 
of democratic zeal, may perhaps pride them- 
felves in trampling his blufhing honours in the 
mire. And upon the fuppofition that we are to 
be revolutionized, fhould his Grace furvivc the 
wreck of his princely fortune, and be permitted 
to float upon the furface of thofe troubled waters, 
which lha!l in fuch cafe deluge the fair face, of 
his country; unlels this muddy democratic 
ftrcam Ihall poflefs the quality of purging him 
from every taint of his hereditary dignity, he 
bed knows what will be his fcnfation, when he 
feels himfelf jollied upon the Bench of an up- 
ftart Diredory, by a Cobler. For in that chaotic 
ftate which fucceeds a dilTolution of Government, 
when all things are reduced to a certain level, 
.his Grace muft not be furprizcd, if the * injignia 
of his prefent high office be required to give 
way to the more efFeftive inftrumcnt of incifion ; 
in the old Oliverian ftyle, when the mace of 
fcnatorial dignity quietly difappeared before an 
armed foldicry at the door. 



* The Duke of Norfolk ii hereditary Earl Marflial of 
England. . . ^ 
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[fs drade will; I truft, eurii this ^bjcA h 
his thoughts; and 'when he has digeAtd k^.hc 
will do a frieiidly ad in cominufiicAtihg the re^ 
fult of his refleftioiis .to hi$ brother of Bedford* 
But let him tsdoe a convenknt feafori for the pur« 
pofe^ after his Grace has paid up all his uxts^ 
kft'he fhoiiid be in too difeompofed a mood to 
give attention to the leiSbn. His Grace of Bed* 
foi-d indeed> and .1 congratulate * hiiit upon the 
circfumflance^ has nbw^ an opportunity of making 
amends f<rf all former * defaIcations> 'by coming 
down with a handfome fubfcription toward the 
public exigencies. And fhould he be called upon 
to furnifb ibme needy friends with a few rouleaux 
for the purpofe, he wilt have the fatisfafiSon to 
think that they might have been ftn-nifhed upon a 
Icfs honourable occafion. 

But his Grace of Norfolk, it nowfeems, has been 
mifreprefentedy and hi3 meaning grofsly pervert^- 
ed. The objeft which he had in view was to point 
out the probability of obtaining a Reform in Par- 
liament in a '\ CenJiiiuH^nal ^zf i ^^^ ^^ order <tb 

• His Grace of Be<Ubrd» liie publiG priAts luve iiifbn&ed 
OS, has paid a farcliaxge for omitting to retam 25 of iiU 
fervants* 

t See in tke public papers Mr. Fox'^ apologjr for the 
I}ttke of Norfolk, dcUvercd at the Whig Club. ' 

illuilrate 



(9 ) : 

ilbftrate his pofmon^ ^e alliides fo ^ fiicce^ul 
event brought abpyt by a very cootriiry proccfe ; • 
even by a forcibic reAftancc of the Gpyernmeiic 
of i^s Country* A}|ufioi|s are generally made ufe 
of CO explain niore clearly tbe nieaaing of the . 
p^rty who adopt$ them* But. in his^Graoc'i^ lati* * 
guage, th^ey are to be underftood as it were p^ ' 
cot2(ra f the propriety of thejr application, being 
to be 4etermined by their non-refemhlance to fhc 
Jbbje^t^ which they are brought to iUuftrate, But , 
I have too much refpeft for digmticsj to wi(h tQ 
dii|Mjce the point with his Grace; \ ihall leave * 
hirn therefore in quiet poOelTiQn of jii§ ic:hair at the , 
Whi|5 Club, where it feems jhis Q^aoe'^ figurative 
language is clearly ur^erftood. . , 

* 

Nor do I wifli to have w^Pb more to fay to his 
Champion, That .QeiHleman, I fear, ha3 'Com- 
muted himfe^f too i^x jo recede. The qpndud^ of 
fuch; a Politician therefore is not to. rb^ argued 
againit, fo much as to be watched, and ceGfted* . 
, His objeft, if I am not miftaken in it, is under the 
fair plea of r^rw, to throw ^^n. additional weight 
into the popular fcalc of our Government, by 
which, that well-balanced amhority, which now 
conilituces the fecurity and perfe€kion.of our Con* 
ftituripn, will be deftroyed. For this change iti 

» 

our .political fyftem, tWs Gentleman feems to be 
continually engaged in preparing the public mind, 
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hf mifreprelenting the princif^e upon which the 
K^^olution proceeded; by ^giving us to under- 
ibmd chat o^r Monarchy is not fo much an h^c- 
diiiiry as an eUsiive one. Bui this Gencleman can* 
not ht fo .complcatly ignorant of the Conftitution 
of bis couftiry,<^-and'of whatpaflcd at the Re^olu-* 
tium, as nee to know that the convention^ of which 
h$ boaftsj no nn^fe reprefented> in the idea of 
thofe who connpdfed it, the Sovcreighfy of the 
people in 1688, than do the aooq aflfrmbled under 
his^ direAion .^ the Crown ^ and Anchor fpe&k, 
t.tank Gody the* fcnrtirAcms of the people in 1798. 
That doftilnc^' which this Gentleman is pleafcd 
to coftfider- as-conftiiuiing the bifls of the EngJilh 
Government, is not even -the- ^/^ IFhig Doftrtnc; 
but a doArine of a fpurious breed, which has of 
lat^yeiri groWn out of it ; by the propagation of 
which thfe<!l^voludon> inftead of being- what it 
wa^ intended' to be, • the fource of legal hereditary 
fucceifion> nfajy become the parent of- endlefs ita- 
tional diilurbahce« - > ' • - 

-But the people, of England iirc wifcr in their 
generation. T hey do . not feel flattered with a 
preiK>gative, which cannot be exercifed but at the 
expencc of that fccprity, whidi they tnjoy under 
a Xetticd government. They know nothing of 
thedodrinc of ^^^^^Monarch^^.and wxfli to con* 
tii)ue ftrangers to that modern political abfurdity* 

'; : ^ which 
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wj/ich derives' the King's tide to Hisr thnmt ffom 
the Sovdrcignty of the people. 



' / 



It was to.be hoped indeed, that this Brat^^f 
Republicatiifm ♦, Dr. Price's fond dandling fome 
few years fincc at the Revolutron Society, had 

. been fo cffeftqally ftnothered' by the dvef whclnaing 
power of the great Mr. Burke, as to be ptfl^ nil 
hopes of being warnncd into life, by the moft 

. ftrenuous exertions of policical fridion, ada»Di- 
ilered by ftare quacks afllpiTiblcd'^t the Cr^wn 
and Anchor Tavern. > 

In our Statute Book honourable mentioii Js 
made of our Sovereign Lord the King j but I fee 
' no notice taken of oyr Sovereign Lprds the peq- 
ple. I have fcen in^Jeeil the ftage eflfeil prodgccd 
by two Kings of Brentford ; it do^s well enough 
ina pUy. 3ut I have no paffion to fee the eflFeft 
produced in. rcgl life, by two Icings . of England. 
Mr. Fpx nouft therefore excufc (pe, if I do not 
;idopt his popular language. When this popular 
gentlenian has got the mod?lliq^ of his new Go- 

• The pofitions laid down by tJ^e late Dr, Price, b his 
famous SeFinon» before the ReyplvitiQn Society at the Old 
•Jewry, werethcfcj 

1. 1 hat we have a right to choofeour own Governors. * 

a. To cafhier th^m for mif^ondu^t^ 

3. To frame a Government for ourfelve^. 

C a verrtment 
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vcmment ia Utopia, he may make what ftatutc 
book he pleaies s but £ngli(hmen> who know arx} 
.value the Conftitution of their counfry, do not 
wifh to have their ftatute book one whjc more re- 
publicanized than it is. 

Indeed, (hould this popular doflrinc be a4- 
mitted, it is high time for a certain great Perlbn- 
Hge to look fharp about him. For whilft thofi: 
who call themfelyes Patriqts, take licence to fay 
what they pleafe, there may be a danger of an olcj 
diftinfbion of a King dejurCy and a King defaEtb^ 
((hat is^-of a rightful King, and an actual one, 
though taken in a different fcnfe from that in 
which this diftinftipn was heretofpre ufed), being 
revived among us : and George the 3d, by the 
grace pf God f I truft there may be yet no danger 
in applying that awful word to this fubjeft), may 
be conftrained to fit in empty and inefficient ma- 
jefty in his palace, whilft fonie noify demagog* 
in the plenitude of executive authority, and witl> 
more than imperial dignity, fhall be 'enthrpnetj 
upon the (houlders of a giddy, ignorant and en- 
flaved people. 

But Engliflimen will not, 1 truft, fqffer them* 
felves to be either talked or fooled out of their un- 
derftanding. They have long experienced the 
bleffings of a Cpnftitutipni which has given theni 
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an envied pre-eminence among all civrlized " na- 
tions. They will fit down tl^creforc coolly and 
couwt the coft; what they are likely to gain, 
jjnd what to lofc, by bcconming inftruments in 
effe6ling the plans of difcgntented and ambitious 
men* 

Every njtnk in ibcicty is called upon to t^ke this 
(fubje£t into con^deration | more particularly that 
numerou? pne, which is moft apt to be impofed 
upon by founds, I mean the great body of the 
people ; who, becaufe they are honeft themfelvps, 
and feel what true patriotifrn means, are lead dif* 
.po(ed to fufpe£t thofe, ^ho make ufc of the word 
phiefly as a cloak fo difguife dangerous defigns^ 
But whilft I am engaged in guarding my Country- 
men again(|b that licentious and unconftitutional 
language, wljfch is noisr fo frequently made ufe 
of, I at the fame time feel difpofcd to think with 
Bp. Watfon, that the moft refpcftable of thofe 
who fo 'Ipudly clamour againft Government* ftill 
inean well to their country. However miftaken 
in principle, however defeftive in judgment, I 
can never think fo meanly of them, as to fuppofc 
fhat jthey .would wifli to carry on any plan, for the 
melioration of the Conftitution, under the aufpices 
of a French Direftory, 



At 
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At the fame ti<ne 1 fty, beCaufe I" know^ that 
there is a dark> {e&zrxzn^ republican fpiric now 
forking in this country, like a mole unreen> whofe 
objed it is (6 to underaiine the ground upon which 
the Conftitution {Vands; that in the fulnefs of time 
it may fmk into utter ruin ; a fpirit of the true old 
Oliverian (lamp, which would fcruple not to make 
life of any mearis, "whether Engfiffi or French, 
that proiniftd to carry their ne&rious purpofe into 
effcc% 



• > 



Alas! &las! poor Old England; the pride and 
envy of this weftern world !^-^What from thy 
]^(uks in Divinity^ and ' thy ^lacks in PbtUics^ 
who agree preciftly in one pointj that- of fpcaking 
evil of dignities, and affeflring to be wife above 
what' is written, it is to be feared, if die fon» of 
Conftitutional Freedom, the true lover* of Reli- 
gion, Order and Govarnment, do not ftand firm 
upon their ground^ th^t nckbcr Church nor Siratc 
will long be fpund within thy borders* May the 
valour of the loyal, and the wifdom of the wife, 
defend us from an event,, wfcich wi|l leave to En^ 
gliftimen nothing, in this world, worth pfefiervifig. 

Sorry I am that fome recent circumflanceai have 
inadvertently drawn me aftfay fronfi tt\y original 
dcfign, I will immediately return to it, again re- 
piinding you, as has been already obfervcd, that 

the 
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the ruin of this cotintfy can be cfFefted by politi- 
cal reform alone. Much indeed has been fa^id 
u|x>n this fubjeft from time to time. But if.it 
had been viewed more in a Chriftian than in a 
Political light, fomctbing might perhaps have 
been effeded. The Bible would have told our 
State Critics, that the Reform wanted in thi^ 
country, is not fo much a' reform in this or that 
branch of the LegiHature; as a reform of prin- 
ciples and prafticcs in every clafs of the commu - 
iiity. Let thofc therefore, who declaim fo loudly 
upon this fubjeft, turn their thoughts inward upon 
tbernfclves. Confidering that the Reform of a^ 
nation is but the aggregate reformation of its 
component individuals, let every one begir^ the 
work at. home. Wc may in fuch cafe hope to fee 
better days. The fpirit of Chriftianity being re- . 
vived anK^qg us> the general tone of moraU in 
the coiiKpuiiity will be raifed \ and we JEhall no 
linger be that corrupt and unprincipled people , 
which wc are at prcfcnt. 

But I fear to enlarge upon this important fub- 
jed, ^ecau(e it, has been already handled in a late 
excellent pamphlet *, which every man would do 
well p read. The fubject of Reform is mention- 
ed ooiy^ i^ecauic a rcfolutloa to carry it into effect 

•'^* RcJRinfl or Ruin/* byjno. Bowdlcr, Efq. 

con- 
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conftitute^ the ground-work^ upoft wliich all \}6pt . 
of jfuccefs in our prefent national exertions mud 
be built. The rich mjin mav fublcribc his wealth, 
and the mighty man put forth his valour, but it is 
upon the exertions of the Clergy^ that the falva* 
tion of this country mud chiefly depend. If the 
g<-nuinc fpirit of Chriftianlty can .be revived, the 
Church will tfill be fufiered to remain among us; 
and together with it, the moft affured protettion of 
that Divine Being who is the head of it. In fuch 
cafe, our enemies will fall before us ; and dropping 
their prclentinfulring language, will in fliame and 
confufion, be conftrained to acknowledge, that 
•* This great nation is a wife and underftanding 
people/* 



But as God, generally fpeaking, elFefts his de- 
figns by the inftrumencality of human means -, it 
becomes Etiglifhmen, at the fame time that they 
arc looking ujj to that Divine Being fof the fuc- ' 
cds of- their undertakings, ftrenuoufly to make 
uf^ ofthofc means with whfch they arc furnifh'ed,. 
and which, under Heaven, are alone calculated 
to enfure it. As Englilhmen, we poflefs that na- 
tioqal dignity of charafter, that will not fuffer us to 
ftoop to the yoke of flavery. A proud, a cruel, an 
infulting foe is now preparing to put it on our 
necks. If we will tamely fubmit to it, thelpirit 
of our forefathers muft indeed be dcpartcij from 
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uSi we hav« but .co lift up our arm> «nd this 
haughty foe will retire from the ^low^ becauie he 
has often experienced the force of it to be irre* 
fiftible. 

The objeft which . I have in view therefore 
upon this occafioDj is not to divide the fpirit of 
the nadoo between this party and that party i be* 
tween Minifters and their opponenu a but to call 
forth stfid concentrate the vigour and energy oi 
the Britiih mind to n^et the prefent exigency .--«- 
We are all now embarked in one bottom. AU 
who love their country muft, in the actual ftate 
of it, iimtt in fentimenr* We have to deal with 
an enemy who will give no peace ; and whofe ob- 
jeft in continuing the war confeiTedly is the utter 
annihilation ol the political importance of this 
country. Their purpofe has been openly and re- 
peatedly declared. They are now preparing means 
to carry it inep eficd. Intoxicated with fuccefs^ 
Jiothing.will fatisfy the ambition of this afpiring 
foe, but to realize the vain dream of Louis the 
XlVth* by making the French nation the uni« 
veHal governor of Europe. The balanccj which 
Jiefetolbre poifed the different continental Inter- 
«fts> is ddlfoyed. The five arbitrary kings of 
tfacDiredory, in the plenitude of defpoticautho* 
liliy* now fend out their imperial mandates to aU 
ibrrouddifig (Utes; «uid to complcat their tri* 
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umph, Old England, hitherto the terror of the 
French nation, muft forfooth bchuifibled at their 
fc€t. > .' 

The queftion, my Countrymen, is not now 
who ftiair admihiffer the affairs of Government, 
but whether we Ihall have anv Government at all: 
In a word, whether we ihall any longer exift as 
an independent nation— To prepare you, there- 
fore, to weigh in a proper fcale the caufe which 
now calls for the moft determined national exer- 
tions I (hall briefly point out to you the charadler 
and defign of the enemy we have to deal with, 
together with the inrrportancc of the objedt which 
every Englilhnian has at ftake. 

It may not be generally known to my Country- 
men, thofe I mean to whom I am parcictilarly • 
addreffing myfclf, that the enemy which now 
threatens our coaft, commenced the mad career 
in which they are engaged, with the fettled dc- ' 
fign of dcftroying all Religion and all Govern* 
ments in the world. A few vain felf- fafficient 
men, falfely called Philofophers, thought that 
there was no more effeiSlual way to immortalrac 
their names, than by projediing a regular and lyf* 
tematic plan for the abolition of every thing, 
which, by the beft informed reafon, had b^n hi- 
therto held facrcd in fociety, ilt is not to be won^ 
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der€4 at then, that a nation, which openly pulled 
down the altars of their God, profaned his tem« 
pics, and grofsly vilified the Divine Author of the 
Chriftian Religion, Ihould be prepared for the 
coqfimiffion of every enormity which can mark the 
charaftcr of fallen man. The confequcncc has 
been that a nation, heretofore diftinguiflbcd as one 
of the mod civilized, is now become the moft 
wild and favage nation in Europe. Brutality, 
murder / and devaftacion, have uniformly marked 
their fatal progrefs. To demolifti every cxifting 
cfiabli&ment, to annihilate order, to diforganizc 
focicty^ toTjreakafundcr. every bond of civil con- 
ncftipn, to deftroy all property in every country 
into which their deftruAive arms and baneful 
doftriiie^ have been carried, and to impofe their. 
own arbitrary yoke upon every people, that has not 
bad wifdom or re folution to refill them ; fuch has 
bcen^ the work in which thcfe deliverers of man- 
kind, as they call themfelves, have been fome 
time engaged. Under pretence of giving liberty, 
they have profefledly adopted a fyftem calculated 
to reduce the nations of the earth to a more de- 
plorable ftate of flavery, than has ever been expe- 
rienced in the world. 

It Jias been the will of Divine Providence that 
they have hitherto fucceedcd. We bow in fub- 
ixiiflioa to the difpenfation of an alUwife Being.* 
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We know that the wind and ftoroi M€Si hjs word* 
And wc know, nfiorcovcr, to our comfort, that 
HE who ftillcth the noifc of the waves, can, when 
HE plcafes, ftill alfo the madnefi of the people.-^' 
"We tt-uft that the ftorm, which has been long 
fpreading wide dcfolation over the face of Europe, 
if it be permitted to reach our coaitt wtli there 
4)cnd its fury. 

But to this pyrpofe, my Countrymen, we muft 
acquit ourfelves. like men. The defignt which 
thefc fbns of anarchy have In view, muft therefiMiei 
be conftantly before our eyes, Wc muft prepare 
to meet thoft, whofe objefl: it is, after havm^ 
trampled under foot our Religion and our Corifti- 
tution, to plunder and dcfolate our country.-— 
This inGdions foe will come to us^ as he has to 
0tbers, with fair words and fine fpeechesi be-- 
caufe he knows he muft deceive before he can 
conquer us. With this view, the hatknied french 
terms of Liberty, Equality^ Fraternity and the 
Rights of Man, will be founded in our cars i 
terms which, when tranflatcd into pradict, mean 
Tyranny, Dcfolation, Plunder and Confufion.— « 
^hould thefe deceivers be permitted to land upon 
. our coaft, planting the tree of liberty, will con- 
ftitutc the firft fccnc of their republican farce j 
atid . (hould Engliibmen be foofifh enoci^, of 
wicked enough to join in their blafphcnious fongs 
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•r5ui|d k; thbtr lund delivered «dU give diem Uk 
]mmcdta|e ^cimea bf their /raiemizivg fyilcin^ 
by plunging a bayonet into their brea(b» and 
proc<rcdfi%m thene^ French mode of civifika«» 
cion> to the plunder irf" boufe^, Md the violatia«i 
cf wife^. aqd daughters. Whilft dieir great and 
pritiC\p0X objeft will be^ the com^Ieat ruin of H 
country^ wjbich diey have jsever yet been able te 
conquer* 

And duriog this defolating procefs^ do ycni 
tKpe6b bettei^ treatment than the nationa whtcb 
bahre tlheidy. beta fools enoiugh to call ia thei^^ 
friendly aid i Know^ my fellow Countrymen*, dia^ 
for you the bittereft draught of this republidan 
O^ ia leierV^d : and IhcHild yod permit it; to b?. 
iMoe ptst to fOKor 'fipt^ depend upon it/ you will 
be forced to <drink it txf^ the dregs. ShooM kbi 
poffible> after what youha're heard> that yoai cail 
hare the kaft dotdaa* upc»i your minds wi^ f^ 
fye& to Ihe arafuni of French iiberty-^look am 
Aok Coootrie8> where the French dieory haa been 
I«diie9d ui pra&lce. 

ii m$f be only: neceflary to pome out &>jfclis 
i»bac: lias \fctn done at Yenite : Thefe propagaN 
tors of French Liberty, which In the blafphemoui 
kinpiagc of nfiodem Whigs, *• is in ks fli^ r/- 
daming tmfo to unchain the Sons of Freed^n^ in 

this 



ttiis country •,*' — hstd no fdoner jjluhdtred the 
City of Vcmcc of cvcry> thing valuable, carried 
away the (hips of war, and dripped the arfenal . 
e( its tfjilitary ftores, than they prepared to leave 
the beggared City, in a-ftate of humbkd ilupc- 
fsiQion at its fallen- greatnefs, to ibme new pof- 
feflbr. ^ ' The ink was icarcc dry upon ' the <leed 
whic)i was to mark the aera of their new Confti-^ 
tution, when thefe deluded converts to . Frfrich* 
faith, were delivered over by their plundering dc- 
hiders,' to "the uncoriditional dominion of one. of 
the hioft arbitrary Moriarchs ; and the State of 
VENicsiWas in one fhorc nbonth blotted from the 
gjobc: 

- . ■■ • . ' ■ ♦ , ► » 

• -Simiiar would be the fate of this country,* 
could the . prcfent Utrlers of France carry, their 
mikki into cfFcft, : An hungry marauding foldiery 
ire- now rJBiurning to their home; in eager 
expedation of the bounty promiied them at the 
end of their military career. Bankrupt Fifaticefe 
not ' in a condition . to flop their importunate 
craving. To ward off therefore the" con&4 
quences attendant upon the unfatisfied demands 
of a licentious foldiery,' they are fent as.it were 
upon a forlorn hope* From the PifgaboS^tfae 

• Language .oTed at the Uft Whig ClaK See PobliQ 
Papers. 
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Pii-ei5tor/, this country b pointed out to thc4i 
^s the p^otni/dd landf.yihioh is to furniih tjbe rc« 
ward of all their toils* Should they g^in a foot- 
ing in ir» we know what we have to e|t|)ect.: Like 
an anuy of devouring locufts^ they, will leave no 
green t;i^ng behind them ; nor will they qjuk the 
]4ad> t^U it (hall be reduced to that ftaf e of barren* 
nefa^ as to require many.aloqg and favourable fea* 
fon to refVore. it Xf> cultivation. To fjjeak without 
a figure; their ob^ed will be fo completely to de- 
folate this country^ that it 0iaU not be left in a 
condition ever to rif^ again to its prefent ex« 
alted ftate of national profperity^ and political 
confequence in Eurppe. With this view, in 
revenge for our many viftories over them, they 
Will carry away our fhips> or deftroy them in our 
harboyrs. And to prevent us from' recovering 
that envied diftindion, the Sovereignty of the 
Seas, which they know they carniot take from 
us by fair fighting, they will do, perhaps, a# 
they have done in .Flanders $ they wilt cue down 
every oak tree in our ifland and traofpoFt it to 
France; becaufe they feel that Englilh Heart 
of Oak, under the management of Englilh 
Sailors, conftitutes that firm bulwark of our na^* 
tional independence, which has ever bidflen the^i 
proud defiance. Confidering, moreover,, that 
this nation is an hive of bees, indufirioufiy em^ 
ployed in gathering fweees from every corner 

of 



«f the '0dlie§ dieir Arxt objcft will be» afcer 
toiriag 0v«ft»med this hive and plundered iff 
ebMtmsi if ))oftble> lb to deftroy it8 future; 
tfiat it Ifa^t never be fit for ufe agafn< They 
have already fuccteded fo far as almoft to fircfvenc 
tvtrv nation from dealiiikg with us. And^ftoukl 
riiey once attain that defired objed of their 
ambick>n> the maOtry of die feas, the ftin of 
England: wil| be fet to rife no more. When aor 
eommcftce ih^l be at the mercy of an haughty 
and imperious rival, the queftion will no longer 
be; how far the induftry <^ tSiis^ counitry may be 
carried i but;i aJas! how far the fruits of it may 
be permitted to be enjoyed. 

In thts condition of things^ when our tom« 
merce ts impededi and the enterprize of our 
merchants checked^ our manufadures mtift of 
4S0urfe' experience a proportionate decline; Un-* 
der fuch drcomftances, the whole leak of life 
WtU be lowered among us; and thofe who> 
though comparativdy poor^ yet can with induf^* 
try, in confequence of an extended commerce, 
kfiainliSn ditir families in comfort, muft becfonrte 
poorer $ aAd every man in his (ituation be c6n« 
fent to be^ his fiiare ti that general calamity, 
with which this boal^ed progrefsof French fiw* 
lioit) fliaU have over-whelmed this country. 

Having 
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Having thus pointed out to yjou the charaftec 
and defign of the enemy whom we have, to ^dea) 
with> and the great intereft which EngUihiioen 
have at flake, I proceed to fay a (hort word ofjk 
pur prefent a^^^ual condition^ that you may no^ 
be tempted to throw away realities, in foolifhly. 
catching after fhadows.— ** I was welly I would he 
better^ I took pbyfic^ and ir^^."— Ltt EngKIhr 
men well confider this. 

. Theoretical perfedion is ofttimes but, the pre^ 
lude to pra^ical oppreflion. We arc. in. adua} 
po0eilion of the beft religion and befl: Govern- 
ment in the world. Thefe jneftimabk bleflings 
are to be continued, to us only by firmntfs, tem- 
perance and pcrfcverancc in the Conftitution 
iacred and civil which now is. Be it obferved, 
.moreover, that the (lability of our Conftitution is 
the only (lability of all property, public and 
private 

We objcft not to Reform, xonfidered u fuch ; 
but we objeiSl, ftrongly objedi:, to thofe who would 
undertake it. When 1;:^ the word more is jxieant 
than meets the ear, every wife man will be upon 
his guard againft it. We feel our&lves well as 
we are. Thus circumftanced, it would be a 
* fpecies of- madnefs to put our Conftitution under 
a fevere regimen, the efFeft of which we cannot 
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forcfcc, and may live only to lament. Let thefc 
would-bc- reformers but leave us in quiet poP 
fcflion of the choice fruit of our forefathers' 
wifdom, and we will not envy them their full re- 
paft upon the dry hufks of modern freedom in 
France. 

The pure doftrine of the Gofpel is no where to 
be found in a more perfect ftate than among us. 
The law of the land is, what it ought to be, no 
refpeflcr of perfons. The houfe of the poor 
man is as much his caftle, as the more ftacely 
edifice of the rich man is his. Neither tyranny 
nor oppreffion can with juftice be complained of 
in a country, where the road to honour is open to 
all ranks in fociety, and where the pooreft man, 
provided he be an induftrious one, may eat as 
white bread as the fquire o^ his village. 

We hear much faid, indeed, about grievances. 
But I believe thofe who make the grcatcft noifc 
tipon this fubjeft would, if called upon, be at 
fome lofs to point them out. " Murmurers there 
always will be: and thofe who are difcontented 
themfelves, becaufe they have not all they want, 
wilh to make the body of the people difcontented 
alfo, that through their means they may attain 
the objeft they have in view* 
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We hear much talk alfo about liberty. It is 
a captivating found, and we are apt to be ini- 
pofed upon by it. But the natural man may have 
too much of it. If this fubjeft was fairly tried, 
cither by the laws of Go4 or man, I am inclined 
to think, it would be found that fuch was not far 
from being the cafe with us at prefent, 

' But provifions are dear; trade is dead; manu- 
fadures are at a ftand^ it is with difficulty that 
our families are maintained j we cannot be worfe 
off if the French Ihould come. Such is occa- 
fionally the language of fome of our commoh 
people. I have been grieved to hear it, becaufe 
I am forry to think that therfi can be any of my 
countrymen fo totally unpoffeflcd of wifdoni. — 
But I would beg thefe thoughtlefe perfons to 
confider, that if provifions arc now dear, as they 
unqi^cftionably are, will the landing of two hun- 
dred thoufand hungry Frenchmen in this counr 
try, who will dcftroy fen times the quantity which 

they devour, make them cheaper? If trade is 

* 

dead> and manufadtures at a ftand, will the ad- 
miffion of an enemy among us, whofe principal 
objeft it is to deftroy both, make matters better? 
The dearnpfs of provifions, the deadnefs of 
trade, the ftoppagc. of manufactures, are tem- 
porary evils, and the unavoidable confequencesof 
war. 'Support the charadter of EngHfhmen," and 
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deftroy tho'fe enemies, who will otherwife rtioft 
affuredly deftroy you, and all die evils, of which 
you now complain, will gradually van'ifli. 

But to thefe real evils do not add imaginary 
ones, by fufferihg yourfelves to be perfuaded, 
that you are lets free and happy than you are ; 
and thereby be led to complain of grievances 
which you do hot'feeU You are perhaps in a low 
conditKHi of life* But do you think you can find 
any country in the world where all are rich, and 
nonfe poor^? Believe me, if you qould, it would 
be but a very uncomfortable country to live in. 
Remember, that it is God, who has appointed tl^ 
different ranks in ibcicty j and that the welfare of 
mankind depends upon the duties of each being 
properly difcharged. Any attempt, tinder an 
imaginary idea of improvement, to diforganisc 
that fyftem of moral Gdvcrnmcnt, which- God 
has eftablifhed in the world, is to fight againfl 
God; and the attempt will never fail to be ac- 
companied With the CQufufion, and confcqucnt dc- 
ftru Aion, ^ of all who are mad enough or weak 
enough to engage in it. 

Inequality of conditions in focicty there ever 
muft be, whilft God fhall think fit to diftribute^ 
his talents unequally. That democratic infanity 
fjiercfore, as it has been properly called, which 
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would equalisse all propertyj and kv^I all dif* 
tiiidions m civil fociety^ is ^bac> I vtuft, mf 
countrymen wijl never be infeded with. As 
Chriftians, let it be fufficicnt for your €on)fort» 
that, fe far as that charader is concerned, God 
is no re(pe£ler of perlbns ; Heaven being as open 
CO the poor man as it is to the rich one. If your 
thoughts^ iAdeed, are confined to this world, you 
may with the worldly be intent only upon better- 
ing your condition. But to what country will you 
go for that purpof^ ? In what country is there fb 
much attention . paid to the poor as in that in 
which you live ? Wher€ do they conftitute fuch 
an important clafs in Ibciety? Where will you 
find a nat^al provifion made for them in cafes 
of fickneis, and oldage, and numerous families, 
at the expencc of millions to the community, 
under^ the title of the Poor Rate? In confe* 
quence of which charitable eftablifhment, every 
man may comfort himiclf, that however low he 
may be reduced in life, yet, thank God, in Eng- 
land, he cannot ftarve. In what other country in 
Europe wi|l you find fo many laudable eftabliih- 
ments, for promoting the health of the body, 
and the falvation of the foul, as are to be found 
in this favoured land ? 

« 

In a word, in what country does the fpirit of 
Chridianity, which teaches us to Hbear the bur- 
dens 
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dens of* our fellow-creatures^ operate more 
powerfully than in the country in which you 
live ? I will mention but one inftance, but that 
a ftrikiftg one. In what country but your own 
would three thoufand perfecuted exiled Pricfts, 
of a religion hoftile to our own, and of a na- 
tion now engaged in a deftrudtive war againft 
us, be received into the arms of fympathizing 
humatiity, and maintained for years, ami(l all our 
diftrefs, at the annual expence of more than half 
a million? And is this a country to be.def- 
pifcd? Would you wifli to exchange it for 
France, with all its boaftcd freedom ? 

** We know what freedom, what equality of 
power among the citizens, what fraternity, what 
comfort, what happinefs, and what fecurity 
France has offered and given to all countries, who 
have either bowed voluntarily, or have been fub- 
jefted to her tyranny." And would you wifti to 
groan under the flavery of imperious demagogues, 
whofe word conftitutes the only law ? Or do 
you flatter yourfelves, that after this haughty 
foe Ihall have been permitted to defolace your 
country, and thereby dry up the fource of your 
prefent national profperity^ that they will leave 
you more free and happy than the mifcrable in- 
habitants of France now are ? Will the French 
Diredory, who would pcrfuade you that they are. 
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comirtg here upon the charitable bufincfs of rc- 
drcfling the grievances of, what they are plcafed 
to call, an injured and enflaved nation ; will they, 
think ye, relieve all the diftrefs that muft necef- 
farily be entailed upon their reforming procefs I 
When by dcftroying our commerce, and putting 
a flop to our manufaftures, they fhall have ren- 
dered the eftates of the country no longer able to 
bear the burden of an unemployed ftarving peo- 
ple, will thefe propagators of French liberty fup- 
ply the deficiency of the Poor Rates, to which, 
in the worft of events, you now look for fup- 
port? In a word, will they who have ftarved 
their own countrymen, feed you, when in confc- 
quence of the general diftrefs brought upon your 
country, you Ihall no longer be in a condition to 
feed yourfclves ? 

My countrymen, I arti perfuaded, have too 
much underftanding to think they will; and 
when they confider, that the common people of 
England have more confequence and, provided 
they are fober and induftrious, more comfort ajnd 
happinefs, than the common people in any other 
cou'ntrv in the world, thev will have too much 
wifdom to fubjedt themfelvcs to the trial : they 
will not confcquently be impofcd upon by fair 
fpeeches, but will be prepared to give them the 
reception which they deferve. 

After 
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After fuch a ftatement, which (peaks, I 
think> plain Englifh to the plaincft tinderftand^ 
ing, few more words will be ncccffary. You 
have been made acqusunted with the charader 
of your enemy. You have heard what defola* 
tjon h^ be€h Iprcad over every country, whofe 
inhabitants have been weak enough to receive 
that enefny as their deliverer. You have heard 
his threats, and what are hii immediate defigns 
againft this country. You have heard that the 
mmoft vengeance is in referve for England: 
and that nothing fhort of its complete deftruc- 
tk>n, will farisfy the pride and ambition of this 
cruel, envious acid relentlefs foe. You know at 
the fame time the advantages of which, as a na- 
tion, you are in adbual poflcfljo.n. You well 
know therefore what vou have to lofe. 

To Englifbmen, I fhould hope, I fcarcc need 
fay more : The caufe, in which our enemies are 
engaged, is a defpcrate one. Our refiftance of it 
muft al(b be defpcrate, or our importance as a 
nation is loft. The people who are coming 
agairtft us, are the declared enemies both of God 
and Man. They have taken up arms againft 
Religion, Order and Governments and all Eu* 
rope is on the point of finking under their dcfo- 
lating tyranny. It is for the people of this na- 
tion, under the favour of that^ Divine Being, 
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**' who bririgcth to nought the counfels of the 
Heafthen, and nialreth the devices of the 'people 
of riorie effcfb,** to ftop the progrefs of this Anti^ 
ChrJftian plague j and to become thereby, in 
tSod's hands, the faviours of futferiug humarfity. 
But CO this purpofc, the fpirit of a great natioa 
muftbe called forth. Our pious Sovereign is 
^cpared* to fhew the example. In imitation of 
good King Hezekiah, he has carried his com* 
plaint into the Temple, and fpread it before the 
Lord.' This done, Ijiehas declared his dercrmj- 
nation t6 abide ttieiffue of the events ahd to (land 
or fall by his people. - And thef muft be the 
^KaftardSi' not the fonsibf En^glifbihen*, who do not 
feeli themfclvcs ready c6 ftand or fill by their 

K3ng. ■ ' ' •/ ^' ' : " • 

... ,♦.-"-: 

"We have heard the threats of a gafconading 

and ihfulring foe. But we feel not appalled. Our 

foldiers are brave and loyal. They have bten 

weighed in the balance and found iterling.^ Our 

failors-hslve recovered their national character.-— 

Lfet'thebbdy of our people but prove true to 

themfelves, and under God we have nothing to 

fear. Our confidence will be our ftrength ; and 

our enemies (hall fall before us. 
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aklioughj alas ! we are not yrorthf ^ to be ^cd 
thy people. 
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Butt Lord, we confider tl^t the ways, of maa 
are under thy direftion^ anid that human events . 
tend but to the accompli fljnjent of thy Divine 
will. In confidence, therefore^ /that Thou, art 
the God that canft bring rckk} out of evij^ 
we look up to Thee* in our prefent diftrcfs.*— 
Grantj we befeech Thee, that, the noife of ^war 
ibundtng around' us may. rou(c a nation npw 
fleeping, as it were, in the arms of luxury, dif- 
fipadon and vice:* That our princes, our nobles, 
our pricfts and our people weighing them-^ 
fclves in the balance of the fanftuary, may, 
each for himfclf, confidcr how far he, as an in- 
dividual, has been acceflary to the calamity of 
his country : That this nation, frpm the leaft to 
the greateft, may turn unto. Thee ip , newncfs of 
life, and in a dHigent ufe of thofe means of 
grace, which can alone lead to a reconcilia-- 
tion with their God. 

And if thofe, who feel themfclves prefled 
down with the weight of their own fins, may 
prefume to pray for others, look down, O Lord, 
we befrech Thee, with an eye of pity, upon that 
wild and infatuated people, whom Thou haft" 
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permitted to become the fcouige of every fur« 
rounding nation. Let t|ie Jigbt of .thy truths 
whicli has long been bammed from 'amofag 
them, again fhine forth ufkin their land; that 
the inhabitants of it, fecuraitag into tUc' way of 
peace> may be humbled in the Buft before thy 
Divine Majelly; and d roppi n g t hat arm <rf- proud 
defiance^ which they have dared to lift againfl: 
Heaven^ may learn this Chriftian leflbn, that'it 
is neither mad conqueft^ ndr vain triumph, but 
righteoufnefs alone^ that exalteth a nation.^--. 
Hear this our imperfcft prayer, O merciful^ 
Lord God,' we riioft humbly bcfcech Thee, for 
Jcfus* fake. Amen* ' . . / 
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